Spot the signs and

together we can
fight this 0
scourge,

says Julie  *

McCaffrey A

The well-dressed couple at
Sheffield railway station decline to
take a leaflet from The Salvation
Army volunteer raising awareness
about modern slavery. “No thank
you,” they say. “Slavery doesn’t
happen here. Not where we live.”

The truth is different. Slavery
is eve!yv\hele today, across
modern Britain, in backstreets
and upmarket suburbs alike.

Itis likely that the same couple

encounter the victims of this

dppdlllng crime every day, without
g it. Slaves are working

in nail b.m, car washes, as

domestic help, in factories, in

the catering industry — and all

too often remain invisible to

those whose attitude is: “not

where we live”.

That couple might be dining
out at a smart restaurant where
the potatoes on their plates were
picked by men who earn little or
nothing, often bound by a “debt”
to their trafficker, and sleep in

-oups in freezing shippin;
containers. The debt that slavers
impose on victims is often
excessive and impossible to pay
when the worker’s wage is pitiful
or even non-existent.

Our couple’s glasses may have
been washed by a vulnerable
young woman whose manager
gives her leftovers from customers
plates but no money. Their taxi
home may have just dropped off
‘men at an upmarket brothel
offering British girls for sale.

far-fetched? “Sadly, it's
not,” says Major Anne Read, The
Salvation Army’s anti-trafficking
response co-ordinator. “Although
hypothetical, those scenarios are
just the kind of thing happening

throughout every region in the UK.

Tt really is that close to us all.
“And it’s often worse than the
scene painted. The girl in the nail
bar could be exploited into the sex
trade. The men picking potatoes
could be told their families will
be harmed if they try to escape.
The threats faced by victims are
endless, the depth of their
degradation is bottomless.
‘The list o jobs they do is only as
limited as your imagination.”
Modern-day slaves wear no
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labels but the guhe of sex workers,
child pick ' d t
helpers, caterer:
tarmac layers, Tarm labourers, car
washers and factory staff. They all
carry a price tag and are bought
and sold, used and abused.
Slavery stretches from the
Cornish coast to Highland crofts,
seeps into affluent and poor areas,
involves foreign nationals and
Britons, and affects men, women
and children. It is as rife in rural
areas as inner cities. It is right
here, right now. The National
Crime Agency reports that a total

uf 2,744 people, including 602
hildren, were potential victims of
ficking for exploitation in 2013,
an increase of 22 per cent on 2012.
Labour MP Frank Field estimates
that there are 10,000 slaves in the
UK, while the Human Trafficking
Foundation charity believes there
are 20,000.

What is certain is that the figures
are rising, Read says: “Three years
ago The Salvation Army was called
to help victims in large-scale police
human-trafficking operations five
times in one year. Last month we
had five police calls in two weeks.”

o

o

freedom and democracy
unaware of modern slavery?
reolt L

of Anti-Slavery International. “It's
¢, but British people like
to mind their own business and
we don’t poke our noses into our
neighbours’ homes. We prefer to
thinlk of slavery as something that
exists only in history and films.
It’s time to face pamxul truths
and poke our noses furl

The Modern Slavery Blll 'the first

ofits kind in Europe, will make
prosecuting slave-drivers easi
ensure sentences for the organised
criminal perpetrators are tougher
and keep victims safer.

Karen Bradley, Minister
for Modern Slavery and Organised
Crime, s that progressive

gislative work is also

under way. “As well as the
Bill, so much work is being done
on the ground. GPs, HRMC,
police, Border Force and NGOs
are alert to the signs. Even trading
standards are identifying slaves
because people are alerting them

To read more on the issue of modern slavery, visit telegraph.co.uk/modernslavery

to badly paved drives. But we need
more awareness. It's not that
people are choosing 0 gnore
e slavery, but they don’t
oo what o look for. L ret a
woman who worked for years
opposite a hardware sore which
the right batteries or
bulbs, She noticed the upstairs
windows were never open an
the penny dropped. She told the
police and when they raided they
found a brothel and Vietnamese
children growing cannabis.
That's what slavery looks like.
And unless we make it our
problem, this kind of crime
will continue.”

Agencies such as ECPAT UK are
active in rescarch, campaigning
and lobbying government to
prevent child exploitation and
trafficking, ECPAT UK is training
professionals such as social
workers to spot the signs of
modern slavery and deal
sensitively with victims.

‘hloe Sett

¢ head of policy at
the “We must all
play a part in stamping out slavery

but don’t want to create vigilantes
around this high! i

ue. We don’t want people
wading in to organised
international criminal gangs,
putting both themselves and
victims at risk.

“Victims don’t always identify
themselves as such and won’t
always thank you for being
rescuied. Call the helplines instead
but please try to be vigilant.”

Being vigilant when it comes
to modern slavery means opening
our eyes to what is under our
nose. Read says: “Ask yourself,
why is one company’s block
paving so drastically cheaper
than the rest? Think about the
gardeners whose rales were
so reasonable - did their workers
look well-fed and have any
breaks? And why does the nanny
next door work seven days a
week and never talk to anyone
at the school gates? Be alert and
suspicious when you are
concerned something isn’t right.

“Modern slavery is hidden in
plain sight. We must recognise
it, report it and be
movement to give victims
the treatment they deserve, but
also hope and freedom.”

OIf you suspect slavery, call the

Modem Slavery helpline on 0800
0121 700. It is open 24 howrs a day.
CaILs ran br' made anonymously

m landlines a

most mabile phones. Orfill in the
online form at me nslavery.co.uk/
contact.html. In an merymy
ahways call 999.

MODERN
SLAVERY

Spot the signs

Signs of modern slavery
can be difficult to detect,
with victims often
remaining hidden for
years. But you can be
aware of the below...

OPhysical appearance
Victims may show signs of
physical or psychological
abuse, look mainourished
or unkempt, or appear
withdrawn.

Olsolation

Victims may rarely be
allowed to travel on their
own, seem under the
control and influence of
others, rarely interact or
appear unfamiliar with
their neighbourhood or
where they work.

OPoor living conditions
Victims may be living

in dirty, cramped

or overcrowded
accommodation, and/or
fiving and working at the
same address.

OFew or no personal
effects

Victims may have no
identification documents,
have few possessions and
always wear the same:
clothes day-in, day-out.
The clothes they do wear
may not be suitable for
their type of work.

) Restrimd freedom

of m

Vitims ave hme
opportunity to move freely
and may have had their
travel documents, such as
their passports, retained.
OUnusual travel times
They may be dropped off/
collected for work on a
reqular basis either very
early or late at night
OReluctant to seek help
Victims may avoid eye
contact, appear frightened
or hesitant to talk to
strangers and fear law
enforcers for many
reasons, such as not
knowing who to trust or
where to get help, fear

of deportation, fear of
violence towards them

or to their famiy.
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