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To her left are two girls in parkas,
holding hands. They barely look 16 and
have schoolbags decorated with
sparkly keyrings.

Another girl buries her head in her
boyfriend’s chest as he strokes her
hair. Other couples sit in silence,
staring at the floor.

On the door is a sign asking that
children are not taken into the waiting
room. There are boxes of tissues
on every table and a
fish tank in
the corner.
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In the recovery rooms
upstairs a woman sobs
quietly for 30 minutes.
The other women in the
room, both wearing
post-op green surgical
gowns and huddled
under blankets, try their
best to ignore her cries.

One, wearing socks
decorated with

for later stage pregnancies.

A counsellor says: “We don't
encourage partners to join in
consultations, because we must ensure
the woman is making the right choice
for herself, not because she’s being
manipulated by her partner.”

As a counsellor, she hears
the stories behind the unwanted
pregnancies.

The married woman who had three
children and did not
want a fourth. The
inconsolable rape
victim who broke
down screaming,
“get this thing out
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There is only one bed on the premises,
reserved for prisoners transferred from
Holloway or as emergency transfers from
NHS hospitals.
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“Rachel” is 17 and drowsy after her surgical
abortion. She has a tiny frame
and her hair sticks out on its ends from under
an Alice band. She was nine weeks pregnant.

“| didn't feel anything,” she says. “| just feel
sleepy now.

“Sometimes me and my boyfriend used
contraception, but sometimes we didn’t.
I'm scared to have sex again. This was my
first time.”

Her first time having sex? “No, my first
abortion. My friend’s 17, the same as me, but
she's had three.

: “But at least now | can go back to college
a‘ — I'd been feeling so sick. I'm studying to be
.I fl
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All clients are offered counselling from the

upset for therq when they sit there came here to have time they phone for an appointment and are
crying. | think {hat C?uld be my little the pregnancy sent home with after-care advice and bumper
sister in trouble’. She's only 17. terminated packs of contraception.

Today's appointment book is mostly  rather than go The staff here describe their views as “pro
filled with what staff call “con-ops” - through a children by choice”. They know of women
women who want to have a harrowing ;

who discussed abortions at parties and were
assaulted and realise the pro-life lady who
hands out leaflets outside the clinic also has
plenty of support.

One nurse puts it like this: “In a different
world, we wouldn't need places like this.
“But sadly, real life's just not like that.”

consultation and an operation in birth.
one day. It's fast and confidential. Despite
Abortions are free at MSI if you J

are under an NHS contract and #_
referred by your GP or a Brook
Advisory centre. NHS referrals make
up two-thirds of the appointments but
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